
Northwest Montana Lakes 
Volunteer Monitoring Network 

(NWMTLVMN) 



Geographic 
Scope 

Data are collected 
on 40 lakes in 
Northwest Montana 
 
 Citizen Concerns 
 Access 
 Land Ownership 
 Land Use 
 Recreational        
Opportunities           



Volunteer Training 
 
 

 
 

Provide 
information and 
identification 
techniques on 
zebra and 
quagga mussels, 
EWM, flowering 
rush and curly 
leaf pondweed. 
 



Submitting Data Directly Through the 
NWMTLVMN Website 

 Volunteer password for login 
 Info on AIS 
 Data collection methods 
 Print field data forms 
 Submit data online 
 Unregistered users can submit                                                                                                
  

www.nwmtlvmn.org 



Eurasian Watermilfoil 



EWM Found in the Flathead Basin 

Beaver Lake, October 2011 



Conducting Lake Surveys for EWM 

Using rake 
throws to 
survey 10 
lakes annually 
for the 
presence of 
EWM.  



Veliger samples are 
collected once at each 
monitoring location 
between July 15th and 
August 15th 
 
 Collected samples are 
shipped to MFWP and 
then shipped to a lab 
for DNA and 
microscopy analysis 



Volunteer Monitoring 
Artificial 
Substrates are 
checked twice per 
month for mussel 
colonization 

Volunteers serve as the front line 
in protection against the threat of 
AIS 
 
In 2011 67 volunteers spent more 
than 800 hours participating in the 
program 



Anybody can file an AIS 
report through the 
nwmtlvmn.org website. 
 
Reports are stored 
within the database, and 
FWP receives a call to 
investigate a possible 
infestation. 
 
Six reports were 
submitted through the 
website in 2011 
 
Plants that are 
considered “suspect are 
sent to MSU labs, and 
the department of 
agriculture for DNA 
analysis. 
 

Submitting an AIS Report 





Josh Gubits, Environmental Scientist 
Whitefish Lake Institute 

635 Denver Street 
Whitefish, MT  59937 

(406) 862-4327 
josh@whitefishlake.org 

 
 

Contacts 
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